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NOTES TOWARDS A DESCRIPTION OF TEKE (GABON)
V. L. FONTANEY

1. Introduction

In this paper we are presenting the results of research
done on a variety of Teke spoken in Gabon. The material is of a
rather fragmentary nature, but as the departure of our infor-
mant? made it impossible to carry the investigations further, we
have taken the decision to publish it here, in the hope that it
may be of use to other researchers in this field.

2. Phonology

What is given here is the system that has been set up
provisionally for transcribing the language. It aims to take
into account all the phonemic distinctions and only these, but
in fact there are some points of uncertainty and these are
indicated in the appropriate places. Among them is the status of
the prenasalized complexes, which have been treated as
phonemesz.

T Our informant's mother was Teke and it was chiefly with her
that he spoke this language. He himself was born in Franceville,
He also lived in Brazzaville and had spent five years in France,
interspersed with visits to Africa. Apart from Teke, he also
spoke Mbahoin, Obamba and Kikongo.

There is a comment in the section on the morphology of the
substantive on their behaviour in the noun classes. See 4.1.3.
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2.1, VYowels

We propose a five-vowel system : /i e a o u/

dsind  ‘louge’ gabele  ‘thigh’ gabaga  ‘wall?
gabdll  tiip’ fgondd  ‘moon’ gabdbd  ‘lion’

Phonetically, /a/ is realized as a fairly front variety
of open vowel ; the mid vowels /e/ and /o/ are rather open,
tending towards [g, o].

In nominal and verbal prefixes and as final in verbs,
only three vowels occur, /e a o/.

Similary, only three vowels are found in demonstratives,
but they are /i a u/.

Length : There are two degrees of length in the radical :

géfdla ‘to blow, whistle’ gafudla ‘to enquire’

gatlgd ‘to insult’ gatddga ‘to go out’

nta1l,]’

ntal ‘bed’ ntaall ‘snake’

mwoyl ‘wakefulnesa’ mwooyl ‘belly’

gdkasd ‘to get thin’ gikadsa ‘to dry’ (+ tone
gdkese ‘to cut’ gikdédse ‘to look at’ difference)

Vowel Harmony occurs. It has been observed in the following
cases :

i. The extension of the verb has the same vowel as the ra-
dical.
ii. The final vowel of the verb is :

/-e/ after radical /-e-/
/-o/ after radical /—o-{

/-a/ after radical /-i-, -a-, -u-/

3 See explanation of tones in 3.2.1. (-LL, -HH).
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ga-sélége ‘to arrange’
98-kS10g0 tto lie down'
gd-y{slga ‘to teach’
gé—yﬁligé ‘to sing’

géd-dimuga ‘to fly’®

iii. Certain irregular singular/plural noun pairs may be the
result of vowels harmony:
kduld  mflaf ‘leg(s)’
In some cases,
mvird  barl ‘man, people’
mwoll  mye1l ‘river (s)’
mdll  myéal ‘month(s)
if vowel harmony is involved, as seems probable, it is in a
more complex fashion.

iv. Comparable to the last two examples are the following forms
of the numeral 2 :

Mlé ~ b\\vo'lt‘e 4 class 2

N 74N
mwole class 6
s L&D
yuwole class 10
dzyéle class 4 et 8

Coalescence : If two vowels are contiguous at word conjuncture,
the first (i.e. the word-final V) tends to disappear, the
initial V of the second word remaining:

gddib(d) & wd ‘to be silent’ (shut the mouth)
wé kin(l) Sye ? ‘where are you going ? '

Devoicing : A final vowel is often devoiced, and may drop. (The
preceding consonant may also be devoiced).

See list of abbreviations and signs at the end of the article.
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2.2. Consonants

As there are restrictions on the distribution of con-
sonants, and as our knowledge of the system as a whole is defec-
tive, we shall present the phenomena observed in three sections,
according to place in the syllable and the grammatical category
of the morpheme.

2.2,1. The list of consonants recorded in radical initial
position is much the same for the verbs as for the substantives,
with the exception of the prenasalized consonants, which are
restricted to the substantives:

Verbs and substantives Substantives onlzs
P t ts k m n n mp nt nk

b d dz (g) mb nd ng

£ s mf ns

v 1 ¥y W mv nz

However, in the material we have, the following further limita-
tions have been noted:

- In the substantives:

g occurs only in gdglgh ‘toad’ (Zonomatopoeic), gégdph
‘brawl’ (where the /p/ is also exceptional for nouns)
and gwdgd beside kwSgd ‘arm’ (where the /g~k/ would
be originally prefixal; dzy515 was given as the
plural, which suggests that the word is not understood
in the system).

v occurs only followed by w, in vw8gd ‘fear’ (no NP,
class not established).

m occurs only in midyl ‘cat’ (cl. 6, pl. &mddyl cl. 2)
(but see 4.1.2).

n 1s not recorded.

5 See 4.1.3.
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- In the verbs:
g 1is not recorded.

Initial consonants elsewhere:

Nominal prefixes have :

1 g N (prenasalized consonant)
Verbal prefixes: 1l g bm
1 k b m

Demonstrative prefixes : y w
Other words (examples) : v in ve *good?
n in na ‘with’

in min{ ‘alone, unaided’.

Remark : y and w occur alone, as consonants, and following
another consonant (where in syllable structure they are classed
as semi-vowels). Before /u/ there was sometimes uncertainty as
to whether [y] or [w] was heard. The combinations noted are:

sb. and vb. vb. only sb. only
y py, by, ly tsy, ky, my
w tsw, kw, nw fw, lw bw, vw, nkw, ngw

2.2.2. Realization:

The notation given is phonemic. The main point to
observe with regard to the phonetic values are:

v is bilabial, but unrounded, the contact being with the
inner surface of the lips. /v/ was used in free
variation with /b/ in the sequences /mv~mb, vw~bw/,
in mviru~mbird ‘person’, vwdli~bwS1e ‘two’ (prefixal
in both cases), but there appears to be opposition in
vw8 'knee' and bwd ‘brain’ (with a peculiar /b/ -see
below) -unless it is the same word, with ‘skull’ (not
"brain’) as basic meaning.

g represents a voiced velar fricative {v] when occurring
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ts [ts] ~ [tf]
ds [dz] ~ [d43]
nk, ng [gk, ggl. [g] was sometimes noted as an independent
consonant, without plosive: provisionally, these forms
have been classed as /ng/.
wf, ns, nz have an homorganic plosive after the N [mpf,
nts ~ntf, ndz~ndz]. This notation was chosen (i) for
economy (ii) because it preserves the "identity" of
words with nasal NP (e.g. l4-sugd f-sbgd ‘noise(s)’).
taw this notation has been adopted for a sound which it is
difficult to identify: probably a labialised palatal
affricate [c¥¢]; it was recorded in the following
words:
ntswl "fish’, gdtswsd ‘to bite', gatswd ‘to pound’,
tawl ‘ear’, gdtswugd ‘to clean’, gatswusi 'to put’,
Stswl ‘head, arrowhead’.
It contrasts with /ts/, as in gatsiga ‘to burn’ (tr.)
W as "semivowel”: what has been presented as a sequence
Cw is frequently, in fact, a labialised consonant:
gd1wddd "to dream’: [-1¥odo] with a close [o] (/1/is
found before /o/ without labialisation [ydldbd] ‘to
fish').
Before /u/, /k/ is labialised : the labialisation has
not been noted in this case.

Note: The letter n has been used here for the palatal nasal
(instead of ny) partly because no check was made as to whether
there was a distinction between [nj] and {n]; it avoids the
sequence nyw in gapwid ‘to drink’ ([nva] ). On the phonetic
level, it can be followed by the palatal glide 3] (/y/):
[yanid]l ‘to stir’ (7 two syllables), but this is also recorded
as {YApijS, —plyé]. If one lists the consonants used in nouns
separately, it avoids the necessity of including the semi-vowel
sequences in the table (as /n/ was not found in isolation). On
the other hand, with the solution adopted, /n/ would stand alone
as a simple nasal phoneme (except for the "prefixal® /m/ in

SR
maayi fcat’).
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Length : A radical-initial consonant is sometimes distinctly
long, whether in verbs or nouns. No system is apparent (but no
investigation was made) and non-initial consonants were some-
times heard as long also. The transcriptions mark length perhaps
more often for /y/ and /w/ than elsewhere. However, with class 5
nouns, where there is no prefix, an initial /b/ was generally
long (and intoned) and had a peculiar {but non identified)
quality - which did not seem to be present in the plural (cl.6),
where there is a prefix. Examples are: Bif pl. &b¥ tegg’, Briif
pl. abil{ ‘kola nut’, B:fal pi. épidl ‘place’. This length is
generally not marked, as the system is not understood.

2.2.3. (Consonants occurring as Coof the radical:

Here the list is shorter but we are nonetheless still at
a fairly phonetic level. It is not yet clear exactly how many
phonemic distinctions there are and consequently how this series
is to be related to the set of phonemes proposed above. (The
problematic area is the dentals : see notes below on the phone-
tic realizations of these segments).

p t(?) m n
b d & mb nd ng
nz
1 y w
r
L

d a rather relaxed sound, sometimes transcribed as faj,
sometimes as [3], (presumed to be free variants),

t is perhaps only another variant of the above phoneme,
being t lenis .

£ this symbol represents several "sounds", not well
identified and provisionally taken as variants of one
phoneme, and as distinct from the preceding unit(s): a
sort of (?) alveolar flap, a (?)retroflex d, and an
"ordinary" d (voiced plosive).
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r sometimes perceived as r, sometimes as 1, probably
distinct from the above.
1 probably an "ordinary" 1, like initial 1.
g [gl, [vy1, [3]) (before [1]), were all noted.
y there would appear to be an opposition between /g/ and
/y/, as in ga-l1{ga ‘to forbiad’ , ga-lfya ‘to lick’;
but [ya-jla, ya-jljd, ya-jlya] seemed to be all
possible for ‘to get accustomed’.
w is opposed to /g/ in gdtdgd ‘to insult’, gdtdwd ‘to
build’, but both /w/ and /g/ were noted for ‘to burn’
[yatshwa, yatsuyd, yatf“wal.
p was found only in gaadpd ‘a brawl’, and (if this is a
single word) in ngdparl ‘now’.
3. Tones

There appear to be two level tones, H(igh) and L(ow),

marked ” and' , and two combinations of these, F(all) and

~

R{ise), marked ~ and ~.
3.1, Verbs

There are two main types, A: with L tone for the radi-
cal, and B: with H tone for the radical, as in:
gablgh 'to borrow' and gab{gh ‘to bark’
gdwudad ‘to pay’ gdwiidd ‘to twist’ with length
gdsimd ‘to drive gdsiima ‘to buy’ difference
in a stake’
The tone pattern for the verb as a whole is:

TYPE A TYPE B
Infinitive H-L(L)L H-H(L)L
Prefix H (ga=-) Prefix H (ga-)
Radical L Radical H
(Extension L} (Extension L)
Final L Final L
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TYPE A TYPE B

Imperative L(L)H H(L)L
Radical L Radical H
(Extension L) (Extension L)
Final H Final L

That is to say, in the imperative, verbs of Type A have a
different profile from that of the infinitive, whereas verbs of
Type B have the same profile as for the infinitive. These pat-
terns are maintained in monosyllabic verbs: Type A have L in the
infinitive and Rising tone for the imperative; Type B have
Falling tone in both infinitive and imperativeb. Examples:

Infinitive Imperative

TYPE A gadlba ‘to shut’ daind ‘shut! '
gdalblia ‘to open’ aibiisd ‘open!’
gdva ‘to fall’ va *fal1!’
gaye ‘to go’ yé ‘go!?

TYPE B gabi1a ‘to pull out’ b{13 ‘pull out!®
gatiniga ‘to jump’ t{mlgd *jump!?
gadz3 ‘o eat’ dz3 ‘eat!’
gasa ‘to do’ 88 ‘dot?

3.2. Substantives

For dissyllabic nouns (-CV(V)CV), five tone types were
found, according to the tone of the radical and of the final
(the prefix being the same in all types, viz. H in the elicita-
tion form; it is not marked in the following examples, as our
interest is in the other two syllables).

6 The tones of other verb forms are given in 4.1,
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-LL  mpigh ‘tvillage', nkdld ‘crab’, lendell ‘beard’,
gabeld ‘thigh’, gabagd ‘'wall’, ndigl ‘friend’, kasa
“flea’.

-H. mpdgl ‘bush rat’, nkdld ‘anger’, otlll ‘smith’, ot{ma
theart’, lelfml f‘tongue’, lamp{gl ‘kidney’, okiyl
fantilope’.

-LH gayes{ 'bone’, gadlg{ ‘grass’, ngandd ‘crocodile’,
nzlld ‘road’, nglyad ‘boar’, padb{ ‘wing’, mbingd
*pigeon’.

HH lakdrd ‘frog’, awibad ‘lungs’, lampind ‘peanut’, nkimd
‘chief’, nkig{ ‘neck’, ndigd ‘pepper’.

_RL okiddld ‘aged chief’, tsiddl ‘leaf’, allfml ‘singing’,
thigd 'father’s sister’, Zadzildyl ‘language, voice’,
7kwSgd ‘arm’, ‘hand’, dzydla (given as pl. of kwogo =
hands).

3.2.1. Observations:

The five types given here were identified from the
elicitation forms.

-LL, -HH: However, for the assignment of words to the -LL and
-HH categories it is generally necessary to apply further
criteria, as these two types fall together in certain
contexts., In fact, the word-list elicitations gave a great
number of substantives with -LL and extremely few with -HH;
it was subsequently found that when some of these -LL words
were in subject position or when they were followed by a
demonstrative the tone pattern was -HH, whereas others
remained ~LL. In sentence-final position at least, then,
the ~HH pattern is not maintained7.

This lowering of the type -HH could explain certain anoma-
lies found in derived forms: for example, the verb ‘to

7 We did not have the opportunity, after this discovery, to
apply the tests systematically to all the words listed as -LL.
Consequently, not all words given here as -LL necessarily belong
to this category - some will no doubt be assigned subsequently
to the -HH type.

~-LH:
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work' is gdsdla (radical H) and ‘workman® was given as

48411 but ‘work' as dsald(radical L) (mé ml sd dedld ‘I

have finished the job’). The anomaly disappears if the word
is of the -HH type, the lowering being due to context.
Similarly, gafdla ‘to blow’, 4£d1l ‘one who blows’, but

4£013 ‘tempest’, which gives 4£i14 yu ‘that tempest’.

It should be noted that in the imperative of the B-type
verbs, where, from the evidence of the A-type (low ra-
dical), one is led to postulate an underlying *HH, it is
not LL but HL which occurs.

There is instability in certain words of this type, in that
there was a difference between the singular and the plural,
one belng given with -LH and the other with -LL: 1és$g&
‘liver', pl. Asdgd, gdkiil *hill’, pl. ékdi{. There may be
further rules to be discovered here.

There are few words of this type - all those recorded are
given above. Most of them probably have a long V. The
length in adzuyd yi is not sure. kwogo (a tricky word) has
also been transcribed with HL. The type would appear to
correspond to the polysyllabic -LHL type (see 3.2.3.).

3.2.2. Monosyllabic Nouns: CV, -CV

It is not always easy to determine the tone of mono-

syllabic nouns, especially when there is no prefix (CV type). In
this case, prefix-tone in fact seems to be present, producing a
Falling tone on the radical (in elicitation form) for the L-type
words, which is opposed to the H (or L: see below) of the
H-type. In the corresponding plurals (with prefix), the two
types appear respectively as H-L and H-H (D>H-L). There are some
words with H on a long vowel; these are at present grouped
separately. There are also a few words with Rising tone (on a
short vowel).

L, ~L

Vwd pl. 4vwd ‘knee', k& pl. 4kd *banana’, fgd pl. angd
‘medecine~ man', gdba ‘fever’, Sngwd ‘back’, ald (pl.)
‘lies’, tswl ‘ear’.
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~H

-F
-R

Skwi ‘dead man', mvd~mva ‘dog’, mEl~mflh 'a hair’, nzd~
nzd ‘house’, ot{ ~otl ‘tree’.

nkda pl. dnkda ‘guinea fowl, kil ‘eyebrow’.

bl pl. &bl ‘egg’, nzd pl. &dnzi ‘pot’, 7ywd ‘arrow’,
gangld ‘pig’.

Here again, as with the dissyllabic nouns, our L list is
relatively long, whereas the H list is almost non-
existent, and most of the words in it were not consis-
tently transcribed as H., It is probable that the H tone
only appears in certain contexts and is lowered in
others. All the monosyllables need to be subjected to the
tests mentioned above,

The vowel is generally long and may turn out to be a
sequence of two tones at the phonological level. Three
items raise further problems:

- Bwd ‘brain’ may belong here, or under L - the

initial consonant 1s long.

- The word for "sun" has F, but it was hard to trans-
cribe and the phonological representation is there-
fore doubtful: phonetically there may be a semivowel
or an unrounded back vowel or both ?[mwi, mui, mei];
there is a plural, in which the vowel is probably
short and the consonant rather long [mi].

The word 8oti ‘medecine’, pl. aati was recorded with

F on the initial long vowel. This long vowel is a
problem, for if the radical is of ~CV structure
(which would justify its inclusion here) why is the
prefix long and the tone falling, and if the radical
is -VCV, why does the prefix not begin with a
consonant (mu- instead of o-) as is usual with
V-initial radicals (see section #4.1.2.) ?
Unlike the Falling tone, the Rising tone does not seem to
be assocliated with a long vowel., In the case of the word
gé-ngll ‘pig’ pl. éngd, the word for ‘boar, wild pig’,
Aglya, where the L-H tones are spread over two syllables,
may throw light on the analysis of the Rising tone,
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3.2.3. Polysyllabic Nouns: -CVCVCV

We have not many words in this category. They fall into
three tone types:

-LLL gadiblgl ‘door’, gabildgd 'male’, gabibill *spider’,
gawalingd ‘duck’, gapaliampa *lizard’, mbondngd ‘auber—
gine’.

-HLL gakialgl ‘heel’, gakibiga ‘old man’.

-LHL gatungdla ‘basket', gambdmbdld *spinach’, gasls{m}
“shadow’.

As with the dissyllabic and monosyllabic forms, the -LLL may

hide some -H-H words,

3.2.4. A few other polysyllables are compounds and so do not
come within the scope of the tone~-type classification. We
mention them here, however, as we have no section on word-
formation in this article.

Sainzd ‘potter’ (gidsi ‘to make’, Azl ‘pot’)
S1dminadrd  ‘cock’  ( didml ‘husband’, nslrd ‘fowl')
nzi1dnsib!  ‘anus’  (Azl14 *road’, nsib{ ‘excrement’)
épwamdnzé  ‘doors’ (édnwa *mouths’, fizd ‘house’)

There is reduplication, with inversion of tones, in kSadko80
‘cough, tuberculosisa’.

4, Horphology
4.1, Substantives

The following table gives the main classes, paired as
singular and plural, and arranged according to their supposed
equivalence to Proto-Bantu classes. The Verbal Prefix and the
Demonstrative are also given. There is some uncertainty as to
the VP in the forms without a consonant. No attempt has been
made to establish the class of "irregular" words {such.as kwogo
Yarm®).
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4.1.1. Tones:

The tone of the nominal prefix is not specified as it
varies according to the syntax. It is H in the elicitation form
(word in isolation). What rules are known are given in section
5. The verbal prefix is H and the demonstrative is L.

Variants:

a) For classes 7 and 11, the informant used sometimes ga- and
la-, sometimes ge- and le-. The difference is perhaps dia-
lectal., For class 8 he sometimes used he- instead of e-. He
himself suggested that the difference was stylistic, he-
being more "elevated" than e-,

b) yu and wu appear to be in free variation as demonstratives
for both classes 1 and 3. For class 4, bé- and mé- seem to be
used indifferently as VP, and bi- and mi- as demonstrative.
In class 9/10, whether paired as singular or plural, the VP
was sometimes given as zero (beside é-). However, not many
words of this (numerous) category were tested,

4.1.2. Comments:

#Classes 1 and 3 fall together, as far as we know. #Classes 9
and 10 coalesce, and #*class § pairs with *class 6. The initial
labial consonants which are missing in the NP in %®classes 1, 2
3, 4, 6, 8 appear in the VP of the plural classes.

In words beginning with a vowel (-VCV) the consonant of the NP
remains: mwaand, pl. bddnd ‘child’, mwdll, pi. mye1l (~ 3mwd1l)
‘river®, maall ‘oil’, mil{ mi namd ‘fat’ ; 'man’ is mwvury, pl.
barl. But such words tend to be re-analyzed, the nasal of the
singular prefix being treated as initial of the radical, and a
plural is formed by adding a prefix to the whole word, as in
dmwd1l above or in mwooyl pl. amwddyl ‘belly’.

H

4.1.3. The prenasalized consonants: On the morpho-phonenic
level, these raise a problem. In the singular classes 1 and 9
the nasal is retained in the plurals (classes 2 and 6) and
preceded by the usual class orefix. The reasonable solution
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would seem to be to treat them as part of a complex consonant,
and therefore as radical-initial, They also occcur after other
prefixes (e.g. gd-mpald ‘lizard’, S-ngegl ‘chin’). It is for
this reason that the clusters are given in the table of conso-
nant phonemes. However, in the paired classes 11-10, there are
two types: one in which the nasal occurs in both singular and
plural (13-mp{nd, mpind ‘peanut(s)’; the other in which there is
no nasal in the singular (141331} ‘worm®’), so that the nasal
found in the plural (A-s31}) functions as prefix, not as part of
a radical-initial complex conscnant.

4.2, Numerals

Two different systems of counting were obtained, the
second being that normally used when counting objects.

4.2.1. The following numerals were elicited in isolation. In
order to provide these forms (wich have the prefix o~ for 1 to
10 and for 100), the informant said that he had to think of "a
group of ",

1 bmé (7-md) 11 kiml nddmd
2 Sydwsie 12 kiml nd dz&le
3 Stdrl 13 kiiml nadtdrl
4 én3 (onna) 14 kiml nééna
5 dtaanl (7otadni 15 kdml nedtddnl  (2)
6 Ssdmini 16 kiml neédsdminl
7 4nsaimi 17 kiml n3 nsaiml
8 SmEwomd 18 kiml n3 mfwomd
9 dwi 19 kiml nd wd  (?tone of na)
10 Skuim 20 ekbudml dzydis (kddmi, ? kumi)
30 ekbdml éedcl
100 dnkama 40  ekidml énad

50 eekidml 4tddn}
60 ekudml ésdmin}
70  ekudm{ nshaml
80 eklimi mfwdmd
90 ekbdm{ w3
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Looking at the numbers 13 to 19, we notice that kuumi takes no
prefix, but that the second element {1-9) takes a prefix: (3-6)
have the prefix of class 4§, whereas (7-9) are apparently assi-
gned to class 10 with NP & before N. In 30 to 90 there is the
same distribution of prefixes (but kuumi is plural). Note the
final H in ekuuml in (70-90). The V of kuuml is probably shorte-
ned when in combination, at least for the -teens; the tone is
doubtful (“orv ) -the difference may be due to syntax.
The n in ona is distinctly long.

This system, obtained in isolation, can also be used for
counting things:

s oenn s
oyiwdle antaba ‘two goats’® (a group of ...)
27 N 2 N2 N . .
otaani a baana *five children’ (? tone of baana)
Yamd 4xddr} . N
onsaami akaar seven women
’ \ :
okddml 4 badna ‘ten children’

4.2.2. In the other system, which the informant preferred, the
numeral is placed after the noun. See table 2.

1. For 1 and 3-6 it has the same prefix as the noun, with H
tone., For 7-9 there appears to be no prefix; as to tone,
there is a doubt: in two cases where the noun is believed
to end on L ( ﬁtébé, 5k5y1) there seems to be a high tone,
realised on this fipnal V, but in two others (bubuld, kasa)
there is no H. The discrepancy is possibly due to errors of
notation. Table 2. is given with the inconsistencies found
in our notes.

ii. For ‘one’, the informant preferred to use nothing, but he
also gave -mo, with the class prefix of the noun.

iii. ‘two® has four different forms:
¢l.2 has vwdlé : Atdall vwdle ‘two smiths’
cl.4, cl.8 have dzyéle : ékdy{ dzy&lé  ‘two antilopes’

ébdbd dzyS1e  ‘two lions’
cl.6 has mwdle : 4bibuly mwdleé ‘two spiders’
cl1.10 has yuwdlé : nkéed yiwdle  ‘two frogs’

We counted no further than ten.
The verb ‘to count’ is gdt3la.
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1-2 iN-2N 3-4
otdl}/atd1i ntaba/antaba okdyl/ekdyl
fgmith’ ‘goat? ‘antilope’
1 Seail Atabd Skayl
(omd) Sk8yémo
2 atd1l vwd1e dntaba vwdle ékdy{ dzy&ie
(oydwdle)
3 Aed1l dedrl ékady (1) étarl
(otdrl)
y ata1l 4nnd ékdy (1) énna
(onm\a)
5 4td1l dtadnl aftabitain} ékay (i) “étadnl
(otaani)
6 Atdl (i) Asamin} éxkdy (1) “esdmlnl
(osémlni)
7 atdl{naaam} dntabinsaam}l éxdy{nsaiml
(onsaaml)
8 atd1{ mfwdmd Antabdmfwomd ékdy{nfwomd
(omf womo)
9 dedif wa intabd wi ékdy{ wi
(ow3)
10 atdlf xddml antabikduml ékay{kduml
(okudm} ) 702 ? ?
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7-8 ? 11-10 5-6 5-6
’ A \ A A T s \
gabdbd/ebdbd lakdod/nkdod bublll/abiblly | kasd/akasa
‘lion’ ‘frog’ ‘spider’ ‘flea’
. Y
gablbl 14késd 18md ‘babuld kasi
) \ M I Ay A} Y r'é
babulu lemo kasa lemo
. .
ébubld dzyéle 4kérd ydwdie 4dbubull mwdle dkasa mwdle
ré .
énibd étdrl fkéed tarl Abublllh Atdrl dkasad 4tdrl
4 , . R ‘
ébdb(u) énna Akded nna 4bibd1lh 4nna dxasa 4nnd
ébéb(u) étaanl | 4kdrd taanl 4bubil u 4taan}| dkdsi ataani
, 4 ’ Al A N ‘
ébéb(u) ésaminl| 4kérd sdmin Abliblly dsdminl | dkasd asdmini
7 ? 4NN Id ’ I ;NS 5 ) M /, [ 5 \ A\
ébibd Asaaml nkoro nsaami abdbalh Ashami 4dkdsa nsiiml
7 ’ ’ Id 7’ ’ 7 ’ ) A \ M Y 4 M
éndbd mfwomd nkoro mfwomo abubulu mfwomo 4kasa mfwomd
ébdbyd w3 AkérS wa Abubllu wi ikasa wi
9 M
’
ébibd kuuml 4kdod kidm 4bublly kiudmi 4kasa kudml

Table 2

Numerals Classes



66

4.3, Verbs

Not much is known about the conjugation of verbs. At-
tempts to elicit paradigms in relation to temporal situations
were not fruitful - three "tenses" were used, a present/future,
a past and a perfect. These same forms are found in random sen-
tences taken down (often approximately) for other purposes,

Present tense: The final V is -a, with L tone. Apart from that,
the pattern is not clear. In the paradigms, two types appeared,
the difference affecting the first and second persons singular
chiefly, and the second person plural. However, corresponding
variations are found in examples with noun subjects. There is no
great regularity ~ that is to say, various combinations were
given. Different analyses seem to be involved: V%—é---é,
V%—é——-é, V%—G—-—é. In the second person singular, V% may not
apply.

An example of the two types is given as a paradigm, as
well as a few examples of noun subjects and of sentences.

ga1l1d ‘o weep’ gidtanga ‘to read’
1sg. ma 1113 mé tdngd
2sg. wé wi 1113 wé tinga, wé 3 tangd (7)
3sg. ndé 3 1i1a ndé 3 tinga
ipl. bls{ 15 1113 blef 13 tdnga ( bis{ 18 —)
2pl. bé 13 1l1a bé 18 tinga
3pl.  bd bd 1113 bd ba tangd

(the segmentation is ad hoc, detaching the points of interest).
The tone of the second person singular is uncertain.

okdyl 3 biaa ‘the antilope runs away'
g3bibd gé bidd ‘the lion runs away’ (VP ga-)
ekiyl mé~bé bids ‘the antilopes run away'’

ST s s . : . ,
mvuru a bada the man is running away

NN s oA e g .
maa pisa wé, wé kuni 1I 'I'm asking you where you were’
(you where were)
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In the following paradigm (not elicited directly as such) using
an interrogative word, the -a- type only was used:

mé kun(i) & ye ‘where am I going ?' bls(i)8bé kunl 18 ye
wé kin(i) & ye bé kunl 15 ye
ndé kun(i) & ye b kinl bi ye

Future tense: The same forms (with the same variations) were
used, the time being indicated by an adverbial:

N

mball ndaé 3 yi{gd ‘to-morrow he will learn’

Iy P

mé tadgy 1{mma m3 ya ‘when shall I come ?' (I day which I come)

Past tense: The final is -i, with L tone. In front of the verb,
as a paradigm, the forms were as for the present. Judging from
the sentences given below, there would appear to be no forma-
tive.

mbd1l md nkwéll ‘yesterday I got married’ bis{ 13 kwéll
mball w& kwéll bé 15 kwéll
mball ndé § kwé1l bé b kwéll
Note the n [n] in the 1st person sg.
nkddm{ yl ba yaabl
‘this name they knew' = ‘this name is famous’
angémbe bd méni ngddy{
‘the cows were 111’ (saw sickneas - gamdno)

ndé m{n{ ndé st
‘he did {t by himself (gasd 'to do' > af)
(but: bls{ mfn{ 133 sf, apparently with -a-)
ofd1a 4a tsai{ nzd gislbl adyfr}
‘the storm destroyed the house last year’®
(gasibl ‘ary season’, gdy{rd 'to go past’)

Perfect: There is a formative mi, with L tone, the final is -a,
with L tone: VP-mi---3. This form occurred frequently.
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3td1) bd bd ml mand gitdld ‘those smiths have finished

smithying’
mé mi bdlad mbilna ‘I have broken the pot’
nsyéaé 1, 1€ ml bddgd ‘this nail is broken’
mé mi sfflé, ml mé b ‘those that are left are no good®
(the first mi only - the second is demonstrative)
mwaana okaarl wi ml pala ‘that girl has gone out’

(? tone mwaana)

N s

Negative: ka-VP- - ni
me k3 y{{gl nf ‘I did not learn' (k3 : ? ka+d , note the L
we ki y{igl nf tone on me and we)
nde ki y{{gl n{ (nde is marked both H and L)
bisY ka 14 yfigl ni (ka : L in the next three
bé ka 14 yiigl mf forms)
bS ka ba yffqi n{

5. Further observations

We have assembled here several pieces of heterogeneous
information relevant to the syntax of the language.

Sels Word order: The pronoun object follows the verb:

\ I , ’
ma pisd wé 4adrd
‘I am asking you for money’

5.2. Tones:
5.2.17. The tone of the NP varies according to the syntax; it is

H for the presentation form ("it is"; elicitation form)
H as object: mé ml sd 48313
‘I have finished the work'’
L as subject: otdll mi yé
‘the smith has gone’
( L probably as second term in the associative group )
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5.2.2. Metatony: When something comes after the verb, the final
V of the latter, if otherwise L, becomes H. The Falling tone of
type A monosyllables is replaced by H. This is the explanation
of certain H in sentences in the preceding section.

ganwa likayk ‘to smoke tobacco’
(ganwd ‘to drink’')
gasd ngay{ ‘to hurt’
(to do hurt)
gdmdnd widgd ‘to be afraid’
(see fear)
0841l mf mand gdsdid ‘the workman has finished
working’

odima ngdll mf sé me bwomd ‘the thunder-clap frightened me’

5.2.3. VP #2: It would appear (although there are not many
examples available, and the point was not investigated) that
when there is no verbal prefix (classes 1, 3, 9/10) the H tone
characteristic of the VP is placed on the final V of the noun if
this vowel is L:
mbir{ ml BO1® ‘the meat has gone bad’ ( |mbirl mi])

but if there is a demonstrative, it may move forward onto the
formative, which becomes F:

mvd yu mf kwa ‘that dog is dead’ (’‘ml)

mpugt yI mf viga ‘that village {s burnt out’

(mplgd yI € nl vigd, with VP, was also proposed. For the R
on yi, see below.)

5.2.4. There is often a rising tone on the demonstrative,
sometimes followed by a slight pause, when it is the subject. It
is suggested that this may be an intonation feature, with a
demarcative function. Perhaps the R on bAdl in the following
sentence can be explained in the same way:

A Id ’ ForL 2N
mvur (u) & badi, & 1Y Skdldme

‘the man who fled was my brother’
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